The Abuse Crisis Revisited - This Time in Europe

 

The headline to a commentary in a recent edition of The National Catholic Reporter reads: "When Does This End?" Alas we cannot answer that question. Perhaps, however, we can profit from analyzing some of the print media. The selection below is necessarily limited.

 

I.  The New Revelations - The Role of Bishops
From Commonweal (April 9, 2010)

"In his last years as head of the CDF and from the beginning of his papacy, Pope Benedict has demonstrated a real understanding of the nature and scope of the clergy sex abuse crisis. He came to that understanding much too slowly.  Much of the pope's good work in this regard is now likely to be brushed aside as the history of his own negligence in handling an abusive priest when he was archbishop of Munich thirty years ago comes to light.  No sentient person could believe the denial church officials in Munich and the Vatican made on behalf of the pope, saying Benedict played no role in the transfer of the abusive priest. Even if Benedict paid little attention to such administrative details, as archbishop he was still responsible for putting that priest in a place where he could abuse again.  The church should have made this story known to the public years ago.  Mistakes can be forgiven; what breeds mistrust and cynicism is the refusal to admit error."

 

From George Weigel 

"Too many of the world's bishops failed to grasp the drastic measures required to address the sexual abuse of the young."

 

From James Carroll
"Across three decades, Ratzinger was key to the appointment of bishops whose overriding commitment was the protection of pope-centered clerical authority.  Scandal was their nightmare. Between an abused child and a predatory priest, their choice was always simple; protecting the power structure meant protecting the priest. That structure is the problem."

 

From Hans Kung
"And now on top of these many crises comes a scandal crying out to heaven...And to make matters worse, the handling of these cases has given rise to an unprecedented leadership crisis and a collapse of trust in church leadership. With good reason, therefore, many people have expected a personal mea culpa on the part of the former prefect and current pope. Instead the pope passed up the opportunity afforded by Holy Week."

 

From Archbishop Diarmuid Martin
"This has been a difficult year. We see how damaging failure of integrity and authenticity are to the Body of Christ. Shameful abuse took place within the church of Christ. The response was hopelessly inadequate. I do not wish to give the impression that I want to go on forever hammering home a message of grief about the past, that I am obsessed with the past.  Some ask me 'can we not leave all that aside, proclaim closure and move on?'  I cannot agree. There can be no overlooking the past.  There is no way we should impose fast-track healing on those whose vulnerability was abused.  We have to address the past, but we cannot become imprisoned in the past...We must move forward, but we can only do so bearing within us the wounds of what has happened.  Yet recognizing our woundedness must indeed be our strength, if we witness more authentically to the Jesus who renounced all arrogance of power.

 

Is there anything, anyone, any activity which would help us trust the institutional, hierarchical church? 
How do we, in Archbishop Martin's words, 'bear within us the wounds of what has happened?' How do we turn the woundedness into a strength?

 

II The Role of Women
 

From Lisa Miller
"Even with a mother, Mary, at the center of the Christian story, the women of today's church have found themselves marginalized and preached to around the interminable revelations of the sexual abuse scandal. Their prayers to the virgin, protector of humanity, seem to have gone unanswered."

"Over and over I have heard mothers (and fathers) mourn. One parent in one room where a bishop was deciding the fate of an abusive priest would have saved countless families from a lifetime of misery. 'It's a pretty good guess that we would not be in the same predicament were women involved’, says Frank Butler, president of FADICA, a group of Catholic families foundation.  For sure!
Over the years, stories from the Gospels and the Old Testament about women have slowly disappeared from the Sunday lectionary.  Robinson (of the National Leadership Roundtable) gently brought this to the cardinals' attention and found that some hadn't noticed the stories were gone."

 

From George Weigel
 "Nevertheless it should be noted that the U. S. church's handling of abuse and misgovernance since 2002 has been immeasurably strengthened by the insight and expertise of many women-just as we also ought to recognize that laywomen, single and married, are usually the teachers who make today's Catholic schools safe and successful.  Moreover, women are the great majority of the volunteers and paid staff who make Catholic parishes both safe and vital."

 

 

From Nicholas Kristof
"The Catholic Church still seems stuck today in the patriarchal rut. The same faith that was so pioneering that it had Junia as a female apostle way back in the first century can't even have a woman as the lowest parish priest.  Female deacons, permitted for centuries are banned today. But there's more to the picture than that.. In my travels around the world, I encounter two Catholic churches. One is the rigid, all-male Vatican hierarchy...Yet there's another Catholic church as well, one I admire intensely. This is the grass-roots Catholic church that does far more good in the world than it ever gets credit for. This is the church of the nuns and priests in Congo, of the Maryknoll sisters in Central America and the Cabrini sisters in Africa. So when you read about the scandals remember that the Vatican is not the same as the Catholic church. Ordinary lepers, prostitutes and slum dwellers may never see a cardinal, but they daily encounter a truly noble Catholic church in the form of priests, nuns and lay workers toiling to make a difference."

 

From James Carroll
"An example of what must happen now came from the American nuns who recently defied the Roman-obsessed bishops to support President Obama's health reform bill. The nuns acted as if the reforms of Vatican II are real.  Now priests and lay people must do the same, rescuing the Catholic church from its fundamentalism including the present pope."

 

How can we emulate the prophetic voices and actions of so many nuns?

Can we " research" the issue of women's stories in the Sunday lectionary?

 
Why Stay and What Should the Church Look Like?

 

From Commonweal (April 23, 2010)

"So why stay? Timothy Radcliffe, O.P. provides part of the answer: 'Even if the church were obviously worse than other churches, I would not go. I am not a Catholic because one church is the best, or even because I like Catholicism,' he writes,' but because I believe it embodies something which is essential to the Christian witness to the Resurrection, visible unity."

 

From Archbishop Martin

"Many say to me - especially young people - that they have lost confidence in and even reject what they call 'the Church as an institution,' but that they still hold and cherish the message of Jesus. But where do they turn to find that message? They will not find it in popular culture.  They will not keep it hoping their knowledge of Jesus acquired as a child or in school will keep their faith alive as they face the challenges of adult life."

 

From Andrew Bacevich

"The main burden of engaging the world from an authentically Catholic perspective will fall elsewhere.  We must look to universities like Notre Dame and Boston College that remain seriously committed to their Catholic identity, to independent publications such as Commonweal magazine and the Jesuit weekly America, to grass-roots lay  organizations such as Voice of the Faithful to the radical Catholic Worker movement founded by Dorothy Day, and to the communities of religious men and women, their numbers in decline, who, in forsaking worldly ambition, pursue lives of quiet holiness. This church - the real church, not the institutional one will necessarily speak with many contending voices. Out of introspection and before discernment comes disagreement and dissent. A season of debate is upon us with the outcome revealing what, if anything, a movement based on the teachings of Jesus Christ still has to say to a post modern world."

 

From Hans Kung
"Set about reform. Too many in the church and the episcopate complain about Rome, but do nothing themselves. When people no longer attend church in a diocese, when the ministry bears little fruit, when the public is kept ignorant about the needs of the world, where ecumenical cooperation is reduced to a minimum the blame cannot simply be shoved off on Rome. Everyone can do something for the renewal of the church within his own sphere of influence, be it large or small. Many of the great achievements that have occurred in the individual parishes and in the church at large owe their origins to the initiative of an individual or a small group."

 

From Archbishop Martin
"Holiness, which involves a coherent practice of goodness and integrity of life, inspired by the Jesus of the Gospel, is a vital contribution that we as Christians should be bringing to our society and to all who are seeking authenticity in their lives."

 

How do you understand the "season of debate" that Andrew Bacevich writes of? Discuss the process of reaching discernment and what discernment really means.

 

What does it mean to "seek authenticity?" Discuss Archbishop Martin's description of holiness- a coherent practice of goodness and integrity of life. 
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