2008 WAVOTF Meetings

Jan 28: Richard Buck, WAVOTF members, talks about his thesis sub-topic on the laity in the church
Feb. 4: Sr. Marion Batho and lay members of the Diocesan Pastoral Council

Feb. 11: Ron Dubois talks about “The Eucharist – Origins in Early Jewish and Christian Practice”
Feb. 25: Donna Doucette, Executive Director of VOTF: “Dear Church, I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change”
Mar 3: Kathleen Cleary, Spiritual Counselor: “Prayer and Faithfulness in Lent”
March 10: Joseph O’Callaghan, Professor Emeritus of Church History at Fordham University: “The History of the Election of Bishops”

Mar. 17: Discussion of Fr. Bryan Massingale’s homily “See, I am Doing Something New”

March 24: Movie “Hand of God”, with the filmmaker, Joe Cultrera

March 31: Discussion about Hand of God

April 7: Group Discussion on VOTF Proposal on the Role of Women in Church Ministry and Governance
April 14: Fr. Robert Bowers: Recovering Catholicism – Reconciliation and Truth

April 28: Steve Krueger; former Executive Director of VOTF, speaks on “Kneeling, Sitting, Standing”

May 5: DVD on Crisis in the Priesthood
May 12: 6th Anniversary celebration: a panel of special guests “Fr. John McGinty, Fr. Tom Nestor, Bob Morris, Svea Fraser, Ron Dubois, Patty Ewick and Marc Steinberg

May 19: Review of Papal Visit – group discussion

June 2: Group discussion of John McGinty’s paper “A Future Worth the Wait” pt. 1

June 9: Group discussion of John McGinty’s paper “A Future Worth the Wait” pt. 2

June 16: Sr. Gail O’Donnell, RSCJ, Spiritual Director at Weston School of Theology – on prayer

June 23: Professor James O’Toole, author of “The Faithful – a History of Catholics in America”

June 30: Svea Fraser talks about the National Ministry Summit meeting “Emerging Models of Pastoral Leadership”, held in Orlando in April.

July 14: Cookout for Priests and Laity

Aug. 4: Sr. Mary Lyman, RSCJ: “What does Mary have to say to us today?”

Aug. 11: DVD “VOTF Speaks from Faith Hope, and Love of the Church”, followed by discussion.

Aug. 18: Group discussion of Chapter 6 in “The Faithful”

Aug. 25: Jeanne Cratty, Abuse Survivor, and Steve Sheehan, Survivor Support, talk about the 2008 SNAP Conference

Sept. 8: Professor Thomas Groome, Boston College: “Nurturing the Spirituality of Children”

Sept. 15: Group discussion of the VOTF Goals and Working Groups with presentations by group representatives: the three VOTF Working Groups.

Sept. 21: Fr. Bryan Hehir: “Catholics as Citizens and Disciples”

Sept. 29: Examination of the goals of VOTF, part 2: Martha McDermott, Prayerful Voice; Bill Murphy, Voice of Renewal; Pat Gomez, Protecting our Children

Oct. 6: Dan Bartley, President of VOTF presents VOTF’s Strategic Plan for discussion and comment.
Oct. 13: Columbus Day – no meeting

Oct 20: Group discussion of the VOTF Goals and Working Groups with presentations by group representatives of Protecting Our Children, Prayerful Voice, Voice of Renewal

Oct 27: Broken Trusts, Broken Childhoods – DVD on Sexual Abuse of Children

Nov 3: Kathy Shaw, Worcester Journalist – “The Abuse Tracker”

Nov 10: Rebuilding a Ship at Sea: Patty Ewick and Marc Steinberg talk about the group characteristics of WAVOTF

Nov 17: Bob Short, Director of Mission Integration, Youville Hospital, Cambridge: “A Disposition for Prayer”

Nov 24: No meeting – Thanks giving week

Dec. 1: Supporting our Priests – Fr. Jim Flavin, Fr. Leonard O’Malley, Fr. Dick Messina

Dec. 8: Christmas Prayer service

Dec. 15: Giving Tree gift sorting and bagging – a parish service project.

